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The values reported for three variables (patients\' reports of hospital cleanliness; staff views of reporting of patient safety incidents; staff sickness absence) in Table [2](#MZV012TB1){ref-type="table"} were incorrect. These errors do not alter the principal findings and conclusion of the paper but do affect some other observations, which are clarified below.

The authors apologize for their mistake.

###### 

Hospital characteristics and patient safety indicator values

  PRISM Trusts                                                                          A             B              C                D               E             F             G             H              I             J
  ------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------- ------------- ---------------- ---------------- ------------- ------------- ------------- -------------- ------------- -------------
  **Bed Numbers**                                                                      871           393            1449             998            1108           693           999           628            483           417
  **Annual Admissions**                                                              100,828       37,345         171,954          111,003         141,166       94,961        117,727        76,873        55,238        51,756
  **No. Adult Coronary Care Unit beds**                                                32             7              62               67             58            10            24             12            10             7
  **Hospital type**                                                                Large acute   Small acute   Acute teaching   Acute teaching   Large acute   Large acute   Large acute   Medium acute   Small acute   Small acute
  **Preventable deaths (%)**                                                          0.04          0.06            0.05             0.06           0.05          0.03          0.08           0.04          0.06          0.05
  **Hospital Standardised Mortality Ratio**                                           107.6         97.8            79.6             96.8           96.0          102.1         107.4          89.4          90.3          112.0
  **MRSA bacteraemia rates per 100,000 admissions**                                    1.0           4.2            3.4              6.2             2.9           0.9           3.3           1.6            4.2           0.7
  **Emergency readmissions within 28 days of discharge (%)**                          12.4          11.5            13.2             12.0           13.0          10.1           9.5           10.2          12.7           9.6
  **Patient safety incidents per 100,000 admissions**                                6298.8        4236.2          4869.3           6316.9         3536.3        5255.8        5971.4         3903.8        4764.8        4134.8
  **Patients reporting hospital 'not very clean\'/ 'not clean at all' (%)**            2.8           4.1            5.2              2.4             4.6           4.0           2.5           1.7            2.9           5.3
  **Patients reporting hospital not cleaning their hands between patients (%)**        2.2           2.6            4.9              4.2             2.1           2.6           2.8           1.5            3.6           2.8
  **Staff indicating that patient safety incidents were not reported (%)**              1             3              1                3               4             4             4             5              4             7
  **Staff sickness absence rate (%)**                                                  4.4           4.5            3.2              2.8             4.7           3.5           3.7           3.1            4.0           4.1

**Corrected text:**

Results (second and third paragraphs) {#s2}
=====================================

The relationships between preventable deaths and the other measures of safety are shown in Table [4](#MZV012TB3){ref-type="table"}. Only one association was clinically and statistically significant: there was a positive correlation between preventable death proportion and MRSA bacteraemia rate (r = 0.73; p = 0.02). (Figure 2) Although a positive association was also observed with one other measure (nurses not cleaning their hands between patients r = 0.51) and a weak positive relationship with one other measure (patient safety incidents r = 0.23), none were statistically significant.

![](mzv01201){#MZV012F1}

###### 

Distribution of patient safety measure values across ten acute hospitals

  Safety measure                                                             Median   Inter quartile range
  -------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------- ----------------------
  Preventable deaths (%)                                                     5.00     4.00--6.00
  **Outcomes**                                                                        
  Hospital standardised mortality ratio                                      97.30    91.73--106.10
  MRSA bacteraemia rates per 100,000 admissions                              3.10     1.15--4.0
  Emergency readmissions within 28 days of discharge (%)                     11.74    10.15--12.59
  **Processes**                                                                       
  Patient safety incidents per 100,000 admissions                            4317     4160--5793
  Patients reporting hospital 'not very clean' or 'not at all clean' (%)     3.53     2.58--4.50
  Patients reporting nurses did not clean their hands between patients (%)   2.67     2.30--3.37
  **Structures**                                                                      
  Staff indicating that patient safety incidents were not reported (%)       3.60     2.02--5.07
  Staff sickness absence rate (%)                                            3.85     3.28--4.33

###### 

Correlations between preventable deaths and other patient safety measures

  Safety measure                                                        Spearman correlation coefficient   Lower confidence limit   Upper confidence limit   P value
  --------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------------- ------------------------ ------------------------ ---------
  **Outcomes**                                                                                                                                               
  Hospital standardised mortality ratio                                 −0.012                             −0.64                    0.62                     0.97
  MRSA bacteraemia rates per 100,000 admissions                         0.73                               0.19                     0.93                     0.02
  Emergency readmissions within 28 days of discharge (%)                −0.06                              −0.66                    0.59                     0.86
  **Processes**                                                                                                                                              
  Patient safety incidents per 100,000 admissions                       0.23                               −0.47                    0.75                     0.52
  Patients reporting hospital 'not very clean'/'not at all clean' (%)   −0.08                              −0.68                    0.58                     0.80
  Patients reporting nurses not cleaning hands between patients (%)     0.51                               −0.17                    0.86                     0.12
  **Structures**                                                                                                                                             
  Staff indicating patient safety incidents were not reported (%)       0.06                               −0.59                    0.66                     0.90
  Staff sickness absence rate                                           0.06                               −0.59                    0.66                     0.86

On the other five measures (HSMR, emergency readmission, hospital cleanliness, staff sickness absence and staff indicating that adverse events were not reported), there was no evidence of an association with preventable deaths. Given that previous studies have compared groups of hospitals with high SMRs with those with low SMRs, we did the same by aggregating data from the hospitals with the three highest and the three lowest SMRs. There was no significant difference: 5.6% v 5.0% respectively (p = 0.74). As regards our hypothesis based on Donabedian\'s categories of outcome, process and structure, there was a suggestion that the strength of association declined from 0.73 with another outcome (MRSA bacteraemia) to 0.51 with a process measure (staff hand hygiene) but no association with structural measures. The lack of statistical significance means such an observation must be treated cautiously.

Discussion (first paragraph) {#s3}
============================

This exploratory study has found that only one of the eight measures of safety (MRSA bacteraemia rate) was significantly associated with the proportion of preventable deaths. In contrast, for five of the other measures, there appeared to be no association with preventable deaths (HSMR, emergency readmissions, hospital cleanliness, staff sickness absence, staff indicating that adverse events were not reported).
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